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On June 26. 2024. the Committee on ·rransportati on and lnfras1ruc:1ure 3Wf0\'cd I I.R. 8812. the Water Resources 
D,wefopment Act (If/RDA) of 2014. Thi5 letter contains impOrt:.'1.nt infonn.nion a.bout your WROA 2024 priorities 
included in the underlying bill expected to be c()n$idiercd in the I louse this ,,eek. 

H.R. 8812 auth<)ri1,es studies •nd projecis within 1hc United S111es An11y Corps of Engineers (Corps) Civil Works 
mission u rcas: mtvig:uion. Oood damage rcductioo. hunicanc and stom1 damage reduction. shoreline pro1cction. 
and ecosystem restorntion. Through WRDA legislation. Congress also provides the Corps with authority to address 
wntcr sup-ply needs. aid in the prodoc1ion ofhydropowcr. a.nd manage a N3tion31 recreation prol!ram. Additionally. 
o WROA bill includes the authorization of projects to addrc$$ \\'3,Stcv.-ater and stonnwntcr pn)jcc-lS in partnership 
with non-i:cdcral interests. 

Since 2014. chc Comm in~ on Tnansponation and lnfrastructun: hu successfully passed a WROA bill every two 
years. The regular eonsidcnuion or locally drhcn. rigorously studied~ and Nationally significant Corps 
infm.stn.ietun: projects is critical in pn;scn•ing our Nation's ttOnOm)'. procccting our communities und businesses. 
creating jobs. ond mainlaining our qua lily or life. Additionally. the biennial enactment of n WROA provides 
Congress with a regular opportunity 10 o,·crSCC Corps policy on the dc,·clopmcnt and implementation or water 
resource s tudies and projects. 

With Rcpubllcons in the majority. WRDA 10U rocuscson improving project delivery. WRDA 2024 includes 
i1nporuuu policy rcrorms that will inctta.s-c 1mnsp;1rcncy and case rc:strictions for local and non-Federal i111crcsts to 
act on more aspects of projeccs. avoiding additiorwal go,,cmmCflt bun:aucracy and easing burdens on the taxpayer. 
leading to better and more efficiency projccl ddi-.·cry. 

Atuic:hcd rto lhis lcllcr you will find a documcnl detailing some of the significant impacts 4his legislation is 
expcclcd to have on your cong~ssion.al district. 

We look forward to 1hc final pa$$Sge of this cri1ic-al piece orlegisl:uion en the House Floor and we hope you will 
join us in securing America's wati:r f'C$()uroe infrastructure for dect1.des to come. Please do not hesitate 10 conlncl 
us: direct I)' or reac.h out to the Committee's Member Set'Yices l)irector. Leslie Parker. al 
Lcslie.Parker@:mail.hou.~.go\' if you ha,•c any questions or need additional information. 

Sincerely. 

~;&,.'Ro~ 
Chsirman [).wid Rouzer 

a1ion and lnfraSln.telu~ Subcommiu~ on Watt:r Resources and Environment 
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Includes language expediting multiple Chiers Reports and Director's Reports expected later this 
year: 

o CERP: Lake Okeechobee Watershed Restoration Project 
o CERP: Western Everg)ades Rcstonnion Projec1 
o CERP: Biscayne Bay Coastal Wetlands Project 
o Tampa Harbor, Deep Droft Navigation deepening project 
o Miami~Dadc Back Bay coastal stonn risk management project 

Report language expediting oomptet;on of the Lake Okeechobee Component A Reservoir (LOCAR) 
Section 203 study 

Does not include language prohibiting discharges from Lake Okeechobee,. or any language that 
would upset lhe current CERP stnicturc. 

Provides an additional two years for the Corps to continue hurricane and s;1onn damage reduction 
projects, including beach nourishment, in Florida without requiring a pcrpctuaJ casement. 
Expands and modifies the Anny Corps Hannful Algal Bloom Demonstration Prog,am by: 

o lncluding tlte Lake Okeechobee Watershed; 
o lncreasing the funding authorization level; 
o Designating new priority areas for the program. including developing technologies for the 

conversion or algae biomass into fortiliZ'-''f and older products; and 
o Authorizing the Corps to enter into agreemenLli with non-Federal entities for the use and sale 

ort.-chnologies developed through this program. 

Includes rc.,'J)Ort language encouraging the Corps to explore opportunities with non-Federal partnc.TS 
to suppon the development of oyster gardens. 

Directs GAO to conduct an analysis of the Corps' use of nature-based solutions and barriers thal 
exist to incorporoting nature-based solutions in waler resource projects. 

Report language encouraging the Corps to develop a process to better utilize .. after action reports" 
and lessons teamed. 

Does not include a wilderness designation tOr Big Cypress National Preserve. 

kddai
Highlight



July 8, 2024 

Honorable Members oflhc flori<IJ Congressional Delegation 
United States Capi101 
Washington. O.C. 20004 

Re: Uig Cyprtss N:a.tion:a.l Prcsen·c \Vlldernt"SS Deslgnalions 

Position: Oppose 

Honorable Members of the Florida Congressional Oclcgation. 

As lcmk:rs or !he Florida Lcgisla1h·c Spon.smcn ·s Caucus (Caucus). we arc writing to express 
our opi:>osition to Wilderness designations wi1hin 1hc Oig Cypress National Preserve (BCNP), 
and we urge you 10 continue 10 consider the ncg:uivc impact Wilc.Jcmcss dcsig.na1ions would h::avc 
on the OCNP. Congressionally designated Wilderness would unncccssorily restrict science-based 
manngcmcnt effons on the BCNP. ncg:uivcly impacting wildlife habi1:1t and hunti1tg 
oppor1uni1ics. As 1hc BCNP cncomp:isscs roughly 729.000 acres. the use of off-road vehicles 
(ORVs) is p::iramoun1 to the success of management efforts and oppor1unitics for outdoor 
rccrca1ion. Jf Wildcn1css dcsig.muions were robe ctt3tcd wi1hi11 the llNCP, ORV use would be 
prohibited within 1hosc are.:1s: th US,, limiting access 10 Floridi3ns. 

Since its incq,tion, the C,rncus hilS been the lc::1di11g voice for sponsmcn and women i 11 1hc 
Floridn Legisl11turc. The bicameral and bipartisan Caucus has dozens of members from all 
comers of 1he Sunshine State. The Caucus acti\'cly works in concert with the Florida Fish :md 
Wildlife Conservation Co1nmission (F\VC) and numerous conservation organization . .:. 10 

advoc~ttc on behalf of hunlcf8, anglers. rccrealional shooters.. and trnppers in F1orid11. 

Hunting within the BCNr is 3 longstanding tradition for many Floridians. and establishing 
portions of 1hc BCNP ns Wilderness \\·ould negnti\'cly impac1 opponuni1ic:s for hunters. Without 
the use of ORVs within the BCNr. natural rt.,~ourre managers would n01 be able to maintain or 
improve habitat through practices such as prescribed bumillg, invasive plarJ and ani,nal control, 
and mon!, lending to habitat dcgrndation over time. Hobi1a1 loss not only impac1s game species 
and the opponunities they provide hunters, but it also impacts non-game species. A hands-off 
approach to nianagcment within the BCNP is coumerproductive to implementing sound 
conservation practices and ncgath·cly impact resource m;magcmcnt and access and opponunity 
for Florida ·s sportsmen and women. Therefore, we encourage the National Park Service to 



 

co11s ide.r other ma1'1.agen1e11t are.a classifica1io11s that would pro,,ide a Wilderness.type experie11ce 
without hamstringing natural resource managers by removing tools Crom their 1oolbox and 
limiting public access for sportsmen and women and other outdoor enthusiasts. 

Spons.mcn and women and associated industries generated O\'er S90 million in conservation 
funding for the FWC lhrough the American Syst·em of Conservntion Funding in 2023 alone. 
highlighting the imponance or maintaining public access to areas such as the UCNP .1 In additio:n 
to this crilical funding for conservntion. hunling in Florida generates S93 million in Slate ;:md 
local laxes while also supporting approximately 14.300 jobs.1 

Again. CongrcssionaJly designating portions of the BNCP as Wilderness would unnecessarily 
hampe.r science.based management prnctires to impro,•e wildlife habitat for both game and 1101\• 

game wildlife species, fig.ht invasi,'c plant and animal species. and public access to areas of the 
BCNP thm tlrc nc:lr1y impossibJc to reach without a mo1orizcd ORV. 

We thank you for considering the ramifications that Congressionally designated Wildernes.s 
would have on Florida's wildlife resources as well as our state's sponsmcn and women. 

Sincerely. 

Representative Oa,,ny Alvarez Scna1or Jim Boyd 
Floridrt Legislrttivc Sportsmcn·s Caucus Florida Leg_islotive Sportsmen's CauclLS 

Senator Jason Brodeur 
Florida Legislative Sportsmen's Caucus 

1 1111ps://sJ .amazocuws.com 'edn-(on~ioml'P)lwnm.org, \t,"'P-con1tnt.'up~dv2:0?l/O I/ I I 14245 l/F10tida •A SCf • 
Fat1•Shee1.pdf 
1 1111ps://ip011smensal I ianec.or~\I. p•contenlhlpk>adil.?OllJO?lflori.b •State.pd f 


